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As the days grow shorter I am reminded of a prayer 
found on Padraig O’ Tuama’s Daily Prayer with the 
Corrymeela Community: 
  
“We welcome the dark of the night. We make space 
for it, and we mark our place in it. We remember 
that you, Jesus of Nazareth, lived through nights of 
consolation and desolation. And you walked into 
the nights of those people you met inviting them to 
justice and truth, love and life. We welcome the 
night, and we welcome you into all our nights. We 

pray for those who work by night, whose day is marked by moon, cloud and stars. And we pray 
for those whose nights are desolate, that they may have the consolation of prayer, peaceful 
solitude and community.” 
  
We are a people in love with the light and warmth of summer. We play in its sun; we dance in its 
brightness. No shadows creep. No cold chills. We are summer’s children. This prayer invites us to 
embrace the darkness when it comes, to 
make our home in it, because creation 
began in darkness. It’s there God speaks 
everything into existence. It’s in the 
darkness Jacob dreams of God, and in the 
night when the Holy’s voice speaks to 
Samuel. The Son is knit together in the 
darkness of Mary’s womb. God makes his 
home in dark places. And so, as the clouds 
hide our sun, and the cold empties our 
streets, receive its grace. The grace of 
quiet, of stillness, and even not knowing. 
Receive the gift of those places that 
sometimes untie the knots of our old 
beliefs. Nothing meets us in these places 
that we don’t meet with the Holy. 
  

 Circuit Rider 
Centenary UMC            November 2023  

The Pastor’s Pen 
Rev. Dr. Vaughn Thurston-Cox 

Continued on page 3 

Welcome new members Roy Martens 
and Tim Barany (center) 
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I think that’s why All Saints and Advent fit so well in our autumn calendar. Each is a place of 
wonder and mystery that escapes easy explanation. We celebrate All Saints Sunday, October 
29 and will give thanks for the lives of those who made their life light for us. Advent begins 
Sunday, December 3. We will go on a pilgrimage through the places that tell the Christmas 
story: Nazareth, Babylon, Jerusalem, and the Shepherd’s Fields, until we finally come to 
Bethlehem. If you would like to participate in our Christmas Eve service by reading or playing  
a special piece of music, please let Pastor Vaughn know.  
  
In the meanwhile we continue our journey through the Lord’s Prayer. I hope this has been as 
meaningful for you as it is for me. This is the prayer Jesus gives us to pray with him. It isn’t just 
a model prayer. It is how the Son prays through us. If you haven’t I invite you to go back to our 
Facebook page and scroll through the variety of ways it’s been written and re-written through 
time. The Arabic version may be 
closest to my own heart right now as 
it is the closest to the language of 
Jesus.  
  
As you peruse this issue of the 
Circuit Rider, you may notice a new 
selection titled “View from the Pew,” 
an addition to our newsletter that 
offers a bit of reflection on our life 
together with together from one of 
you. This month Sandy Schaefer 
reflects on what makes for peace. I 
hope you take a little time to enjoy 
both it and the Quiet Corner.  
 
Be the Breath,    
 

Pastor Vaughn  
 
 

World Communion Sunday  

 

The Pastor’s Pen continued from page 2 
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Continued on page 6 

What Kind of Peace? 
There are many degrees of Peace. Under Stalin 
there was “peace” because he got rid of 
dissenters and minorities. When all dissent is 
stifled, poisoned, imprisoned, hunted, or killed, is 
there peace? What about justice? There was 
“peace” in the Confederate states during slavery. 
Can there be peace without justice? Jesus ran 
afoul of the occupying forces in his country 
because he taught about justice. 

 

What kind of peace are we praying for? Appease 
the bully to keep things quiet? In WWII, appeasing the bully encouraged him to become more 
genocidal and grasping. The bully likes pacifists: they stay out of his way. Ukrainians show us every 
day what it costs to get rid of a bully who wants what they have. 

 

The Bible is not clear on self-defense. Does self-defense include stockpiling guns in our homes? 
Refusing common sense laws? Should our government support corporations which make and market 
guns? Weapons? And as to the donations from arms manufacturers to influence our law makers, 
what is the Christian stand? 

 

Hard Peace includes physical safety, and protection from: terror, military attack, gang attack, death 
threats by internet/phone/mail, hacking, identity theft; destruction of infrastructure such as energy 
grid, violence, brutality, contamination of water/air/soil, toxic food, and the destruction of landmarks. 

 

Hard Peace is about physical safety: in schools, stores, churches, theaters, homes; safety of 
elected/appointed leaders, and our possessions and identity. Hard peace must be maintained by laws 
and regulations, and they must be enforced. When Hard Peace is in place, Soft Peace can exist. 

 

Soft Peace includes safe social interactions and a sense of well-being. It means protection from: 
threatening words (written, spoken, signaled, coded); shunning, isolation; social attacks (bullying, 
name-calling, put-downs, shaming, mobbing, doxing); apartheid, condescension, intimidation; 
propaganda, misinformation, fear-mongering media, and the withholding of vital information and 
skills. 

 

Soft Peace requires: critical thinking, recognizing propaganda, maintaining a safe orderly 
environment, and protecting the weak. Soft Peace ensures freedom to: learn facts, history, science; 
to read; think our thoughts, ask questions, be involved with solutions and problem solving, care for 
creation, protect eco-systems and beauty, to gather in communities of all kinds, and to take part in 
harmless fun and enjoy our lives. Soft Peace is maintained by regulations which keep us safe and are 
enforced. 

View  
from the Pew 
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***************************************************************************** 

 

Check in with all our ministries and the work they do…… 

 

Are you interested in a specific ministry or the work of our church. Minutes for our 
Finance & Operations, Worship, Program Coordination, and Property Management  
Teams are posted on the bulletin board outside the office. You can also request a  
copy of minutes at the church office. 

A country at peace has in place a safety net, which provides essential needs for all, and is maintained 
by laws which allow maximum freedom within a minimum of limits. Do we want this? 

 

BUT Methodists like wading into issues, so let’s tackle the challenge of Peace. We know there are 
problems around the globe and at home. First, what kind of peace are we praying for? For whom? 
What will we tolerate? What will we confront? We can venture into the arena where change takes 
place. Decent folks together can accomplish important goals. We start small, like strengthening our 
skills for critical reasoning, conflict resolution, strategizing, and making sure students are learning 
these, too. Let’s get ready for the Good Fight. Now, let peace begin with you and me. 

 

Sandy Schafer 

 

View from the Pew continued from page 5 
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Praying with the Elements of Wind, Water, Fire and Earth 

 

Are you taking time to really feel the rain falling on your face, the autumn 

winds filling your lungs—time for warming your fingers and toes near the first 

November fire in the fireplace or woodburner, or bonfire—-time to lay on a pile of leaves or on the 

sand at the beach looking up at the sky and the stars?  

These elements of water, wind, fire and earth can help bring you to an increased awareness of God’s 

presence—closer to your Creator God—to the ground of your being—IF you take the time for this 

kind of prayer and presence. The Celtic Christian tradition has developed this understanding of the 

natural world as a window into the divine; nature is considered to be an essential source of revelation 

about God. The metaphor of air or wind offers us a variety of ways to understand your experience of 

God: as life-breath, as inspiration, as enlivener, as directional guide, as powerful force, or as the 

current that supports flight. May you be blessed by the heart of God pulsing through all of creation. 

 

Deep peace of the running wave to you, 

of water flowing, rising and falling, 

sometimes advancing, sometimes receding... 

May the stream of your life flow unimpeded! 

Deep peace of the running wave to you! 

 

Deep peace of the flowing air to you, 

which fans your face on a sultry day, 

the air which you breathe deeply, rhythmically, 

which imparts to you energy, consciousness, life. 

Deep peace of the flowing air to you! —Celtic Prayer 

 

Related books you might love: water, wind, earth & fire by Christine Valters Painter, Beauty by John 

O’Donohue, The Book of Nature by Barbara Mahany 

Music: Deep Peace from Songs for the Inner Child by Shaina Noll, Church of the Earth from Heaven 

Below by Peter Mayer 

 

May you be inspired and enlivened by nature —and be thankful. 

 

Sandy Lyon  

Quiet Corner - Thoughts and Prayers for a Praying Community    
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This reproduction of the article can be difficult to read.  
Copies are available on the church bulletin boards or you can request a copy at the church office. 
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This reproduction of the article can be difficult to read.  
Copies are available on the church bulletin boards or you can request a copy at the church office. 
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To all of Centenary’s members and friends, 

 

It has been a while since I last shared in writing how 
we are doing financially as a church, our resources, 
what we have accomplished over last couple of years 
and some upcoming thoughts. 

 

First our financial picture for 2023. We have just 
passed the third quarter and our income for the year 
is $116,457 vs expenses of 124,855 for a net loss of 
$8,398. For the last few years, we have made up this 
difference in the last three months. Last year we were 
$6,822 behind at this same time so I have high hopes that we will do the same this year, but I still 
worry. I know I need more faith. 

 

At the writing of this letter, we are in the process of collecting pledge cards for what you think you 
might give financially, time and talent wise for 2024. I sure hope more pledges have come in before 
you read this. I think for most of us we have a reasonable idea of how much money each of us has 
to live on and can budget accordingly. When I am putting together the church budget, expected to 
be around $180,000, your pledge cards tell me how much the church can reasonably expect for 
income, the rest is guess work, along with giving history. If anyone would like to take over the 
treasurer job, let me know. 

 

Now for the fun part. We have just finished another capital fund campaign to replace and expand 
the fire/smoke alarm system to cover the whole church and have it directly patched into 911 for 
24/7 coverage. In addition, we had the old brick work regrouted where needed and sealed, plus had 
a new electronic sign built utilizing Pentwater brick. It should be operational at the time you are 
reading this. The best part is, it is all paid for, thanks to all of you. We also received a large gift to our 
endowment fund, the earnings of which can help fund future projects. 

 

What is next? I know that property management is looking at better security/safety for our building 
and us. The parsonage is getting old. A new roof and siding are going to be needed in a couple of 
years. There are several smaller projects, that thanks to several designated gifts, we can probably 
fund. That’s it for now. As always, the financials are posted outside the church office, and you can 
ask Janet Waidelich, Assistant Treasurer, or myself any questions concerning them. 

 

John Faas, Treasurer  

Update from the Treasurer    
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“You are not the cause of anything you see; you are the conscious solution 
dwelling in every heart.”           -  Author unknown  

 

“I will praise God’s name in song and glorify him with thanksgiving.”   - Psalms 69:30 

 

Living in harmony. Adjusting to expansion. Embracing change. Finding solutions. Loving our 
neighbors. These can all be counted as themes for this past month. Our ministry shares space 
with the music ministry and we have watched as we both have added new items to enhance the 
quality of our offerings. It can be challenging to find space for everything! But, a little bit of 
organizing can make a huge difference…and that’s exactly what we did. 

As we worked to go through our bins of fabric and accessories, tossing what no longer is useful 
and becoming ‘spacially efficient’, we created for ourselves 
the ability to appreciate all the exciting ways Centenary UMC 
has grown! Rather than compete for space it has become an 
exercise in holding space… for each other. 

Other  examples of ‘loving our neighbor’ include providing lap 
quilts to Jeff and Rhonda. Rhonda is the sister of Vicki Spears 
whose daughter is struggling with alcohol addiction and Jeff is 
our ‘neighbor’ who often joyfully serves us lunch on Fridays 
when our group eats at Good Stuffs.  He is in treatment for 
cancer.  

Barb Davidson and I were particularly rewarded 
when we visited Lake Michigan Senior Center one 
day.  We took a bunch of Pocket Squares and 
distributed them to residents and staff. We visited 
with each resident as we handed them a 
‘Square’. The response to our visit was wonderful!  
We got to spend some time with Bill Bluhm.  He 
was in good spirits.  He joked with us and gave us 
each a hug when we left.  It was rather sobering to 
witness the impact visits make on the residents. 
Barb and I plan to visit other nursing facilities in 
Hart soon to distribute Pocket Squares. 

So much to be thankful for. It’s fitting that Thanksgiving is upon us this next month, to prompt us 
to be fully conscious of “giving glory to God”. And to be aware of the gifts of our Creator. I know 
that I am truly blessed in being part of a ministry that gives so generously of its time…and has so 
much fun, to boot! 

May November bring you Abundant life.  Blessings… Carrie Roberts 

Prayers & Squares 
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***************************************************************************** 

 

Share & Prayer 

You are invited to a new caring small group at Centenary. Roy & Robin Martens will lead the 
group in study and prayer with an invitation to others who may wish to bring particular and 
personal concerns as they seek God’s direction in a confidential setting. 

 

It is important to recognize that this  
support group is not counseling but  
a group for listening and support.  
 

The 8 week session began October 17,  
7 to 8:15 pm in the church library.  
Feel free to drop in any Tuesday. 

 

For additional information,  
contact Roy Martens 231-742-3799. 

SAVE THE DATE 
 
What:        Community Christmas Caroling 
When:       December 17, 2023, 4:00 pm 
Where:      On the Green 
 
Let’s kick-off the Christmas Season as we join 
together to sing your favorite carols, 
accompanied by musical instruments. 
Refreshments provided. 

After joining us at the Community Dinner traditional thanksgiving feast, November 22,  
you may want to enjoy Thanksgiving with the 
SaintDenises. Richard and Karen will be  
hosting a Thanksgiving dinner at their home,  
on Thanksgiving Day, for anyone who will be  
home alone this year. Please RSVP to Karen by 
November 15, text or call 231-923-3260. 

 

***************************************************************************** 
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******************************************************************************* 

Senior Stretch Class Starts November 2nd 
Hello everyone! Thank you so much for your support and prayers for Mark 
& I as he recovers. 
 
I am excited to say that we will soon be back in the swing of things with 
our Senior Stretch Class! I really missed it and YOU! We will meet in the 
Wesley Room at CUMC, as usual on Mondays and Thursdays at 10:00 am 
starting on November 2nd. Easy stretching and light weights (if one 
chooses to use) are all part of our program centered on and around chairs. 
We work on muscle and joint strength, balance, breathing, relaxation 
techniques, and easy cardio. 
 
Our friendly class is gentle yet challenging, and all are encouraged to reach 
their personal best with love and respect. Please call me, (517) 256-2707, 
if you would like to hear more about what we do. 
 

Linda Hundt-Trierweiler 
 

 

 

Community Dinner  
November Menus 
 

 

November 1 Spice-rubbed Baked Chicken 
Mashed Butternut Squash 
Buttermilk Biscuit & Celery Walnut Salad 
Broccoli Cheddar Soup (Dine in) 
Delicious Donated Desserts 

November 10 Polish Sausage 
Haluski (Buttery Cabbage with Noodles) 
Carrot Raisin Salad 
Village Soup with Cornbread Crouton (Dine in) 
Delicious Donated Desserts 

November 15 Chicken Enchilada 
Mexican Rice 
Marinated Vegetable Salad 
Green Chile Soup or Tortilla Soup Monterey 
Delicious Donated Desserts 

November 22 
 

Thanksgiving 
Menu 

Roast Turkey & Bread Dressing 
Mashed Potatoes and Turkey Gravy 
Praline Yams & Green Bean Casserole 
Cranberry Sauce  
Delicious Donated Desserts 

November 29 Turkey Salad  
Homemade Cranberry Muffin 
Fresh Melon Cup 
Chickpea and Tomato Soup (Dine in) 
Delicious Donated Desserts 

Homemade Blue-

Fresh Melon Cup 

Mashed Potatoes 

Buttered Broccoli 
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Thanksgiving and Christmas Baskets 
 

It’s time to plan for our Basket Program. Again this year we will 
deliver baskets at Thanksgiving and Christmas to around 30 
families.  

 

There will be an anonymous list of family sizes posted on the food 
table in the office entryway off Hancock St. The congregation is 
asked to sign up to furnish all the food for a Thanksgiving dinner 
except the Turkey, which the church will furnish.  

 

The food should be placed in the appropriate box (boxes will be numbered and physically 
spaced out in the Fellowship Hall) on the Sunday before Thanksgiving so the baskets can be 
checked and be ready for delivery the following Monday.  

 

For Christmas, there will be an anonymous list of the children from these same families 
giving the age and sizes and the congregation has the opportunity to buy a Christmas gift for 
the child. The church will furnish all of the food for the Christmas Dinner. 

 

The gifts should be placed in the appropriate boxes, (again 
boxed will be identified and spaced out in the Fellowship Hall) 
on the Sunday before Christmas for delivery before Christmas.  

 

At this time of the year, there are canned food sales. We ask 
that you purchase a case or half a case of fruits or vegetables 
and bring them to the church for the Christmas dinner. Leave 
the food in the fellowship Hall or in the Hall in front of the 
church office and a committee member will put it in storage for 
Christmas. If you would prefer, you can place a check in the 
offering marked for the Christmas dinner and we will get the 
canned goods.  

 

Please contact Jean Russell, 231-740-5927, bobthewoodcarver@frontier.com or the church 
office, 231-869-5900, pentwaterumc@gmail.com if you have any questions. 

 

Thanks,  
Jean Russell 

mailto:bobthewoodcarver@frontier.com?subject=Thanksgiving%20and%20Christmas%20Baskets
mailto:pentwtaerumc@gmail.com
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Deck the Halls 
Wednesday and Thursday 

November 29 & 30, 9 am 
 

Time to sign up to help decorate the church for the 
holidays. We need 5 teams of 2-4 people to put up 
and decorate the trees, wreaths, railings, etc. All 
levels of ability from sit down to climbing ladders needed. A sign-up sheet will be posted on 
the bulletin board by the church office. Coffee and banana bread will be available.  

 

This year we will try two dates, Wednesday and Thursday, November 29 and 30.  
Questions, please contact Vicki Poplstein at 231-869-5242, vicki@basslakemi.com 

 

***************************************************************************** 

Christmas by Candlelight 

7pm, December 3, 2023,  

Centenary UMC Sanctuary 
 

Join the United Women of Faith  
for an evening of music to open the 

Advent Season. 
 

     All are welcome! 

 

We also welcome musicians, singers, readers, 
anyone who would like to perform, present, or 

contribute to our candlelight service. 
Contact Susan MacGregor, jsmac1@frontier.com, 231-869-4364,  

if you would like to be a part of the service. 

mailto:vicki@basslakemi.com
mailto:jsmac1@frontier.com
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We are now using Signup Genius to sign up and 
serve in several ways. Please click on the links if 
you can share your time and talents with us! 

    Community Dinner volunteers  
    Liturgist  
    Children’s Time Leader 
    Hosting Fellowship Time 
    Ushers 
 

You can also sign up using our  
bulletin board. 

  

 

******************************************************************************* 

Church Workday 
November 11, 9 am 

We have scheduled a 
workday to clean up 
the church yard for  

the winter season. Bring a rake, work 
gloves, and come and join us in 
service keeping our church property 
a beautiful downtown landmark. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b044eaaa92ea7fc1-community#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b044eaaa92ea7fc1-liturgist1#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B044EAAA92EA7FC1-liturgist2#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B044EAAA92EA7FC1-fellowship#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B044EAAA92EA7FC1-usher1#/
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 Church Council Meeting Minutes 

October 17, 2023 
Centenary United Methodist Church, Pentwater MI 
 
Minutes submitted by Elaine Konyha 
 
Present: Bart Zachrich, Patti Davidson, John Faas, Shannon Larson, Elaine Curtis, Jean Russell, 
Elaine Konyha, Pastor Vaughn Thurston-Cox, Beth Russell, Sandy Lyon, Susan MacGregor 
 
Meeting was opened at 6:00 PM with a prayer by the Pastor. 
 
Bart Z introduced the agenda, with an addition of the Church Kitchen by Beth Russell and the 
Quarterly Treasurer’s report by John Faas. The Agenda was approved unanimously. 
 
The minutes from the previous meeting were presented and approved by all present. 
 
John Faas gave the Quarterly Budget report. After reviewing the numbers on the report he 
concluded with the comment that we are a little behind the budget but that is generally the 
case at this time of year and that we generally catch up to the budget by the end of the year. 
 
Official Bank signatures were discussed. It was proposed that Beth Russell, John Faas, and Janet 
Waidelich will be the three people who can officially sign checks for the church. A motion was 
proposed by Susan MacGregor and seconded by Patti Davidson that the council approve these 
three as signatories. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Beth Russell advised the Council that the Pentwater Service Club has been ordered by the 
Health Department to obtain their own license to produce caramel corn to sell to the public. 
Since they use our kitchen, they need the approval of Council and a signature showing that 
approval from a church official. The Council approved the use by the PSC of the kitchen and 
Beth will get a signature from Patti Davidson on Wednesday. 
 
The Church Council Goals were presented to the Council for approval. After discussion, Patti 
Davidson moved and Jean Russell seconded that we approve and accept the 3 goals for the 
council for 2023 and 2024 with one change to #2 so that it would read, “Solicit and assist in the 
development of at least on idea from each ministry…” The motion was passed unanimously. 
 
Shannon Larson raised a concern that our present AED machine was too far away from the 
sanctuary to be effective. She asked that the Council consider purchasing one for the sanctuary. 
After discussion, Council agreed to send the concern to property management committee with 
the comment that funds to purchase the AED had been raised in the Council meeting. 
The meeting was ended with a prayer from the Pastor at 7:35PM. 
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pentwaterumc.org/giving 

Evelyn Jacks (granddaughter of George & 

Jane Van Scoyoc, who fell mountain climbing 
and broke her ankle) 

Don Palmer (upcoming heart surgery) 
Bert Jeffries (recovering from hip surgery) 

Friends and Family of Mike Overla 
Winter Vaughn 
Bill Bluhm 
Kristen Forester 

Mark Trierweiler 
Mat Hacker  
Kaycee Bylsma 
 
 

Cancer Treatments  
Jeff Klein (of Good Stuffs) 

Ronda Hamelen Jenkins  
Cindy Williams 

Ernie Beauvais 
Dale Trierweiler 
Richard Wild 

 
Names will remain on the list for four weeks and they can be resubmitted. 
Please submit updates or corrections to the Pastor  

Birthdays 
Trudy Bergsten   11/05 
Jane Nelson    11/06 
Judy Miller      11/07  
Anne Konopka   11/10 
Mary Jane Crimp   11/17 
Jim Crum    11/18 
Elaine Konyha   11/24 
Lloyd Hartsuiker   11/25 
Terry Cluchey    11/26 
Stan Roose    11/28 
 
 
 
Anniversaries  
Richard and Jane Nelson 11/21  

Scan to connect to  
CUMC Facebook news 

 

http://www.pentwaterumc.org/giving/

